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Distinguished Panelists and Moderator, Ladies and Gentlemen 

It is an honor and a pleasure to be here in this prestigious event, closing this insightful 

session on 5G.  I would like to thank for the invitation and congratulate Câmara 

Municipal de Aveiro and its partners for the organization of the event. 

 

ANACOM as the sectoral regulator for telecoms has several duties, namely to 

guarantee of freedom of network and service provision as well as the efficient 

management of the radio spectrum. With this framework, in its activity ANACOM is 

bound to promote competition, ensuring that there is no distortion or restrictions in the 

market and to encourage efficient infrastructure investment, as well as to promote 

innovation. Protecting and promoting the interests of citizens and in particular ensuring 

that users get the maximum benefit in terms of choice, price and quality are also 

regulatory objectives to be secured by ANACOM. 

In this regard, ANACOM considers that the allocation procedure for 5G should be used 

to achieve those regulatory purposes. The need to create conditions that will allow 

more contestability of the mobile market and, at the same time, to develop efforts to 

improve the living conditions of the population, making digital access more accessible, 

with expectable benefits for economic, social and territorial cohesion, are relevant 



objectives to be pursed by the regulator. These are of paramount importance in a 

market where the population claim for better network coverage and better quality of 

services, in particular in the provision of broadband access. It will also be of particular 

relevance in a market where prices for mobile data do not always compare favorably 

with those of other countries. 

In order to allow companies to start preparing for 5G, ANACOM has been providing 

temporary licenses for the use of spectrum, allowing operators to conduct tests\trials, 

in different cities, aiming assess all the 5G capabilities, some of which were widely 

publicized, namely: Matosinhos, Paredes de Coura and, of course, Aveiro. 

In fact, ANACOM is very much committed in developing all the necessary steps to 

promote a transparent and competitive allocation procedure for making available 

frequency bands, including the pioneer as well those considered as the most adequate 

for 5G. The process required for the development of 5G is proceeding as planned and 

in accordance with European regulation. 

Note that, in May 2017 the European Commission adopted a decision determining that 

by June 2020 Member States should allow the use of the 700 MHz for terrestrial 

systems capable of providing wireless broadband electronic communications services. 

In the same year, the EU Telecom Ministers commit themselves to a roadmap for the 

harmonization and releasing of 5G spectrum bands, namely by making that spectrum 

available by 2020 in the majority of member states. However, other frequency bands 

were also identified for this purpose. In fact, one of the bands, considered as 5G 



pioneer band is the 3,4-3,8 GHz, which ANACOM is also considering to make 

available. 

The allocation procedure that is being prepared should be used to pursue relevant 

regulatory objectives in what regards promoting competition, incentivizing the launch 

of new and diversified services and achieving improvements on consumer welfare. 

These objectives entail a regulatory intervention over several entities although not 

necessarily imposing the same type of obligations and conditions on all. And this 

intervention would be difficult if only had to depend upon the use of other regulatory 

tools. For example a possible intervention in the framework of relevant market 

assessment could only address specific market failures and obligations can only be 

imposed on entities with significant market power.   

Therefore, allocation procedures are very relevant to the achievement of various 

regulatory objectives  

In this regard, in principle, revenue maximization from the allocation procedure should 

not be an objective of the regulator. Promoting competition, ensuring better coverage 

of the networks, creating conditions for allowing newcomers entering the market, 

creating conditions that would allow the launching of innovative services and the 

increase market value (for consumers and providers) are objectives that are being 

weigthed. 

In the member states, as in Portugal, where it was decided not to delay the introduction 

of 5G, some sectoral regulators (or Governments) are still preparing their allocation 



procedures, evaluating the frequency bands that could be assigned, the type of 

procedure, the obligations and the conditions that will be attached to the rights of use. 

That is what is currently happening in Portugal. ANACOM is also in the stage of 

preparing the allocation procedure, analyzing all the respective key factors, namely 

how to achieve all the objectives that should be pursued, namely considering: 

i) the amount and the type of spectrum that is available  

ii) the rationale for imposing obligations (for example that might involve on the 

one side coverage and/or capacity and on the other side access obligations);  

iii) the balance between all the costs that are involved in having rights of use of 

frequencies and the need to maximize benefits for the society (consumers and 

enterprises); 

iv) the possible diversity of operations that could be developed with the spectrum 

that will be made available. 

 

Let me finish by renovating my congratulations to Câmara Municipal de Aveiro and its 

partners for the organization of this fabulous happening and wish all the best for the 

followings events and challenges taking place today and tomorrow.  

Thank you!  


