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Jörg Reinbothe obtained his legal training at the Universities of Freiburg and Munich (Germany), 

Lausanne (Switzerland) and Ann Arbor (Michigan, USA). He holds several degrees, including a Dr.iur. 

(Ph.D.) from the University of Munich and a M.C.L. (Master of Comparative Law) from the University of 

Michigan. 

From 1978 to 1983, Jörg Reinbothe served as an official in the German Federal Ministry of Justice. 

From 1986 to 1988 he was Counsellor in the Permanent Representation of the Federal Republic of 

Germany at the United Nations in New York (USA). In 1988, he joined the European Commission in 

Brussels, where he has masterminded over many years the drafting, adoption and implementation of 

several EU Directives and has actively been involved in international negotiations. 

Since 1 July 2004, Jörg Reinbothe is Head of the Unit Postal Services in the Directorate General 

Internal Market and Services of the European Commission. His responsibilities include Head of the 

Commission delegation at the UPU Congresses (Bucharest 2004; Nairobi/Geneva 2008); the 

presentation of Reports on the Application of the Postal Directive (in 2005, 2006 and 2008); the 

Prospective Study on the impact on universal service of the full accomplishment of the postal Internal 

Market; and the Commission proposal for a 3rd Postal Directive (both submitted by the Commission in 

October 2006). Since November 2006, Jörg Reinbothe has represented the European Commission in 

the negotiations of the third Postal Directive (Directive 2008/6/EC) in the European Union institutions 

(European Parliament Committees, Council Working Groups, European Economic and Social 

Committee, Committee of the Regions). With his Unit, he is in charge of structuring and implementing 

the EU postal reform and EU postal services policy. 


